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cy | _< WE vy you! we ALREADy 
oS READ THIS FANTASY-FILLED 
STAN LEE EXTRAVAGANZA, SO WE KNOW 
BREATH-TAKING ART BY: qu THE THRILLS AND WONDERMENT 
BOB POWELL => WHICH AWAIT YoU! READ IT 
POPPING INKING BY; i ==||BNK_ SLOWLY-- SAVOR IT-- LINGER 
“WALLACE Wood _ LOVINGLY OVER EACH RING- 
= A-DING WORD, EACH POWER- 
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I BID YOU SUMMON YOUR OTHER TWO THEN, I HAVE NO CHOICE! I YET, A MENACE HAS ARISEN 
PARTNERS! MY CHALLENGE {S$ FOR ALL] | MUST OFFER THE CHALLENGE WHICH IS SO DANGEROUS, SO 
FOUR OF You! TO THE TWO OF YOU, ALONE -- DEADLY, THAT IT WILL, IF - 
ALTHOUGH THE CHANCES FOR UNCHECKED, DESTROY YOUR 
YOUR SURVIVAL WILL BE. ENTIRE WORLD AS YOU NOW 
SORELY AGAINST YOU! KNOW IT,/ 
; s OKAY, OKAY, WE 


AS YOU KNOW, I AM ONE GET THE MESSAGE! IT'S TME 
OF THE IMMORTAL MATCVERS/| | FOR TORCHY 'N ME TO SAVE 
THE WORLD AGAIN, HUH? AND 
HAPPENINGS. OF THIS WE PPARABLY GOTTA DO IT 
SECTION OF THE UNIVERSE, 

BUT NEVER TO INTERFERE! 


CLUE US IN: 

BMA\Y you ARE NOT OF THIS AGE--NOT 
OF THIS TIMES YOU HAVE COME 
\\ 


© ae Y ce _ FROM ~~ THE FUTURES 


ALTHOUGH T AM FORBIDDEN TO MEDDLE IN THE 
q AFFAIRS OF OTHERS, I CAM TELL YOU OF THE 
sa DANGER--AND THEN YOU MAY BATTLE IT 
Sq YOURSELVES! NOW, THINK OF THE PAST=-THINK] KR 
7 BACK TO THE DAYS OF MERLIN... : 


ONE DAY, CENTURIES AGO, 
FIGURE SUDDENLY 
THE MAGICIAN'S 


AH, YOUR WISDOM IS TRULY, 
NOT OVERRATED, MAGICIAN / 
BUT, IT CANNOT SAVE YOu 
FROM. ME/ I AM KANG, 
MASTER OF TIME TRAVELS I 
‘| HAVE COME FROM THE 25% 
CENTURY TO CONQUER THE 
COURT OF KING ARTHUR —— 
TO RULE IN HIS STEAD/ 


« s 
Loin 


S44 YOUR MEDIEVAL 
PARLOR TRICKS ARE USELESS! 
SEE HOW MY OWN MASTERY 
OF 257# CENTURY SCIENCE 
\ CAN BANISH YOUR DEMONS 

\ WITH A GESTURE! 


WE SHALL SEE WHO 
IS POWERLESS/ I 


NO CHOILES) 
ARE POWERLESS 
sTop ME/ 


BY ALL THE SPELLS OF SORCERY, YOUR POWER WITH ONE SIMPLE GESTURE -- ONE 
1S THE GREATEST I HAVE EVER WITNESSED’ BUT SWEEP OF MY PALM - SIZED EWERGY 
PEFLECTOR, I CAN COMPLETELY: ~ 
REVERSE THE FORCE OF YOUR 
ATTACK, CAUSING IT TO STRIKE 
YOU INSTEAD OF MES 


YOU WEARY MY 
PATIENCE, MERLIN! 
YOUR PUNY EFFORTS 
ARE PATHETIC TO 
A MAN WHO HAS 

COMMAND OVER 

A ALL FORMS OF 
NATURAL SCIENCE! 


YOU. SHALL £/VE, MERLIN, BUT, YOU SHALL LIVE 
IN AN AGE RULED BY AAA/G, THE COMGUEROR 
YOU SHALL LIVE IN A &e% i. AS A SYTABO! 

OF MY TOTAL VICTORY! 


MUST NEVER BE 
DEFIED! 


THUS ENDS PHASE OWE OF My |\I lf CO YOU BEGIN TO PERCEIVE 
PLAN OF CONQUEST/ NEXT, ISHALL] ¥ A THE DANGER? IF KANG 
TAKE COMMAND: OF THE KNIGHTS CHANGES THE PAST=-THEN 
CELL, CAPABLE OF g OF THE ROUND TABLE --AFTER THE PRESENT (AUST CHANGE, 
RESISTING ANY OF ‘ WHICH THE THRONE OF K(NG EA TOO-- FOR IT iS BLT UPON 
F YOUR MAGICAL. -| ARTHE pimeere SHALL BE 2 THE PASTS 
ATTEMPTS To ESCAPE! [7 Mi: : n : 
; BY EVEN AS I SPEAK To YOU, I 
ANO, BY CHANGING ae Bl CAN OBSERVE HIAA CARRYING [Be 
THE PAST, TWILL M OUT THE REMAINDER OCF HIS 
GAIN REVENGE ON. £ ‘ DEADLY PLAN..../ 
ecetine T CHALLENGE ANY OR} 
ENEMIES SUCH AS 
S77 
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| 


St 
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WE HASTEN 
TO ACCEPT, 
INSOLENT 
STRANGER! 


MAAS T SHALL DEFEAT EVERY I CANNOT FAIL, CONSIDERING THAT 
OWE OF YOU, ANDUTHEN I'LL MY INNOCENT- LOOKING LANCE 
REPLACE THE KING HIMSELF / CONTAINS COUNTLESS 257 CENTURY 
: ELECTRONIC INSTRUMENTS AND 
; 7 > DEVICES 
Ab | S ( \ We or 
: Es, GY VEE SG 


“TWAE AND SPACE ARE ALL THE SAME AT THE PRESS OF A BUTTON, AN INVISIBLE FORCE 
TO THE WATCHERS EVEN NOW, ISEE Sly SLAST UNSEATS MY CLUMSY_BEWILDERED.OPPONENTS 


THE EVIL. KANG USING HIS INFALLIBLE | (BR , i sad 
LANCE To SWEEP HIS FOES BEFORE — £50 ae ba 
HiaA~—tt . = : ) = ad 


va\ 
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“IT IS AS I HAVE FEARED’ NOTHING CAN STOP THE FEARSOME MENACE FROM THE. FAR DISTANT 
FUTURE/H — SS 
$ eal 4 9 “oa 
Cc fi t re SAS TOY . C 
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REMEMBER YOUR 
PLEDGES/ YOU MAY 
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“AND NOW, KANG SITS © 

IN THE PLACE OF KING f; 

ARTHUR, AT THE LEGEN- 
DARY ROUND TABLE!" 


I'M S¥ILLZ NOT SATISFIED! IT 

ISN'T ENOUGH TO RULE ARTHUR'S 

COURT-- I MAU. 
NY 


CONQUER ALL OF 


hs 


Nee lt ete 


jaded wa) 


ih 


“KANG WASTES NOT A AUINUTES HE 

ORPERS THE ARMORERS ANP WEAPONR 

MASTERS TO CREATE CATAPULTS, 

MULIPLE -FIRING ARCHERY DEVICES, 

AND A HOST OF OTHER WEAPONS WITH 

WHICH HE INTENDS TO BECOME RULER 
-OF THE ENTIRE PLANET" 


AND, ONCE THEY SHIFT-- ONCE 
THE TIME STREAM HERE IN THE 
PAST HAS BEEN ALTERED, THEN 
THE FUTURE CAN NO LONGER 
EXIST AS IT NOW DOES/ THERE 
WILL BE AW@ FANTASTIC FOUR-- 
NC AVENGERS ~- NOTHING THAT 


LIVES WILL REMAIN THE SAME/ 

FASTER/ FASTER/ I CANNOT \ 
WAIT FOR THE SUPREME MOMENT OC) 
WHEN I SHALL CHANGE THE 
COURSE OF HUMAN HISTORY 
ITSELF/ ALL I NEED Do IS 
WIN MY FIRST BATTLE VICTORY, 
AND THE SANDS OF TIME WILL 

BEGIN SHIFTING! 


WITHOUT MY 


EA ACCURSED 

: F—? ENEMIES IN 
4 THE FUTURE 

\ EVEN SUS- 

2 e/ PECTING THE 

A FATE THAT 
| (ae | AWAITS THEM! 


SHIS ARMY IS ASSEMBLEP/ NO FORCE IN EXISTENCE 
CAN STOP IT/ ANO I, THE WATCHER, AM PLEDGED 
NEVER To INTERFERE--/! 7 


a 
Ai > 
Fee 


ONWARO// WE SHALL. 
SWEEP ACROSS THE FACE 
OF EARTH LIKE THE STORM, 
DRIVING ALL 

BEFORE US,’ ff; 


WE CAN WAIT NO LONGER / IF THE WORLD OF THE 

“SENT iS TO REMAIN UNCHANGED -- IF MANKIND 
1S NOT TO WAAUSAS FROM THE TWENTIETH CENTURY-~ 
KANG MUST BE TURNED BACK WOWS 


YOU WILL BUILD ME wEAarans 
~-MORE POWERFUL THAN ANY 
YOU HAVE EVER DREAMED OF/ 


"THE DANGER IS 
AS GREAT AS T 
HAVE FEARED--~ 
AND TIME IS RUN- 
NG OUT,/" 


DoE 


APARTMENT- 
HUNTING, 


THE METHOD I SHALL USE 
TO SEND YOU BACK INTO 
TIME {8 SO TOTALLY ALIEN 
TO YOU THAT THERE ARE 
NO WORDS WITH WHICH © 
CAN DESCRIBE IT! BUT, LET 
US JOIN 

HANDs--/ THIS 1S 


YOU SHALL TRAVEL To 
KING 


< 
\s 


Ks 


MY POWER IS SUCH THAT 
I CAN GBSERVE ALL THAT 


THEN, AS ONE SCENE FADES, ANOTHER TAKES SHAPE, AS TIME ITSELF IS BENT, DISTORTED, 
ANP RESHAPED By THE AWESOME POWER OF HE WHO IS KNOWN AS~- THE WATCHERS 


BEN-~ LOOK” 


Ze 
NEVER | 
OF you?? 


| 
a 


D A 


- i 
ie 
Ky, 


iii 
Wiel 


WH OHS THEY'RE 
WINDING UP SOME 
KINDA MULTIPLE= 
ARROW FIRING 
MACHINE! 


BRAINLESS 
la. THING ~=f, 


FLEE! WE ARE 
VERILY ATTACKED 5 
BY A FLYING FIEND!, 


THE ORANGE-SKINNED ONE 


MUST PERISH MIGHTY 
KANG HAS SO COMMANDED S)- 


YA MEAN IT 
AINT A GAG?? 
YA WANNA FIGHT 


OTH 
CONFIDENT? NOW 


GO, INVINCIBLE ONE / SLAY 
THE ORANGE-SKINNED FOOL 
WHO DARES CHALLENGE AAWGY 


: BLE 
WITH FRIGHT22 
YOU GOTTA BE 

KCC EG 


FIRST, ONE SINGLE 
COMPRESSED-AIR B 
FROM My SIMULATEP 
“LZ ANCE” WILL COM~ 
PLETELY EXTINGUISH 
THE TORCH'S FLAMES 


"LL DEFEAT THEM 


THIS" SECOND BLAST "WILL HE WON'T HAVE A CHANCE! 
MAKE SURE THAT YOU CAN- ‘ SOONER OR LATER, EVEN THE 

NOT FLAME ON- AGAIN FOR THING HAS TO BECOME 77250, 
AN 4OURS AETER THAT, IT x 
: HEY, TORCH Y* 


WHERE YA GOIN??? 


JHE FIGHT’S OVER 
WERE, KIDDO! 


4 


WELL, I'LL BE 
DISCOMBOBULATEDS 
THE KID'S RUNNIN® 
OUF ON MES H-HE 
NEVER DIP NOTHIN’ 
LIKE THAT BEFORE,” 


HE GROWS 
WEARY,/ SOON 
BATTLES VALIANTLY ON-- BUT SOMEHOW, WE SHALL THE 
|] THE WILL TO WIN, THE MATCHLESS FIGHT- A TRIUMPH SAID. THAT 
ING SPIRIT, ARE SUDDENLY GONE’ 2 KANG HAD 
Sat ee LOCKED OC) 
MERLIN IN 
A DUNGEON 


S= I'VE GOT FIND 
HIAA ! ONLY AE CAN 

DREAM UPA SPELL 2 
E ¥ TO BRING BACK My 
$ HE“ DITCHWED , FLAME IN TIME TO 
ME/ HE RAN bh, HELP BIG BENT 


CO) OFE TO SAVE 


} ry 
: 3 A [= 7ST aS 
AND SO, BY EXERTING EVERY BIT OF POWER 
; REMAINING WITHIN HIAA, THE INDOAM/TABLE 
MIERLIAS IFT HELP YOU TO ESCAPE FROM HERE, J HUMAN TORCH FINALLY MEETS WITH SUCCESS--! 
WILL YOU PROMISE TO RETURN THE FAVOR 22 


THERE! YOU'RE QUICKLYS INTO MY 
FREES NOvs/--ALL Mf CHAMBER / IF-AN ANTI- 
YOU'VE GOTTA DO DOTE CAN BE FOUND, 
{S FIND A WAY TO MERLIN SHALL F/NO 
MAKE MY BODY . IT! THIS. DO © VOWS 
EVEN HOTTER : 
--TO DISSOLVE 
THE CHEMICAL 

THAT KANG 

COVERED ME 


BEGAVE, FOOUSH YOUTH! ; 
NOTHING CAN SHATTER OH Wor 

THE TAMPER - PROOF f JUST you 
LOCK WHICH KANG HAS WAIT AND | 
PLACED ON YONDER DOOR! 


i EVEN THOUGH My 
Ler ALAA IS OUT, MY 
BODY CAN STILL GENERATE 
SUPER-HUMAN MEAT-~ 
HEAT ENOUGH To M&LT 3B 
THAT LOCK IF [22 Anv 


NOW THAT X AM 
BACK AMONGST MY 
OWN POTIONS AND 
CHARMS, THE WORLD 
ONCE AGAIN SHALL 
SEE THE POWER OF 
' MERLIN THE 
¢ BUT, 


FIRST, I MUST REPAY 
THEE, YOUNG 
STRANGER--/ 


Y DESTROY THE 

EVIL KANG! 
\\ ) \ MERLIN SHALL 
; : \ BE WITH THEE-- 

l) IN SPIRIT, AND 
IN FELLOWSHIPS 


| NAS; ‘ Z ¢ No Zs Ep 
¢ 


AAEANWHILE, | THE WITLESS 7A//WG HAS NOT BRAINS ENOUGH I'D HAVE STAKED MY £/FE ON THE 
A SHORT TO REALIZE HE [IS BEATEN! I HAD WANTED KID/ WHAT MADE ‘iM 20 IT--2 
DISTANCE MY OWN KASIGHTS TO DEFEAT HIM, BUT I WHAT MADE ‘iM RUN OUT ON ME22 

SHALL HAVE TO DO IT MYSELF, WITH THIS S 
APOMIC- POWERED "LANCE" 


ON,AGAINST > liga 
EveR-INCR=AS- [Zp AY es 
ING ODDS, as Bae a7 / Vh 


“JHEN, SUDDENLY--A FLASHING, FLYING, FLAMING TORCHIELL YA OL(OM'T 
FIGURE BURSTS URON THE SCENE WITH AN EAR-| | CHICKEN OUT ON ME/ 
SPLITTING VICTORY CRY--/ NWOOO BOY-- NOW ; rf 

5 THE TORCH-- FLAMING WE'LL REALLY GO 

CLO@BER EM, BENTY AGAIN/ BUT, HOW --22 TA TOWN! Q 

Boy! GIVE 'EM ONE FOR D5 n 

OL! MATCH-HEAD/ LET'S a Q —e 

GO, BLUE-EYES ayo =: 
3 4 


RA 


mail 
‘Vay 


Mii 
LL 


SO, JUST HOLD 


WE BE VERILY 
We ON TIGHT WHILE I 


EIGHTLESS ! 
SEND YA SAILIN' 
INTO THE WILD 
BLUE YONDER TO 
JOIN THE REST 
OF THEM RUSTY 
RUNAWAYS 


WEADS U2 
yOu CLOWNS, 


AS 


ANY 
Ht A | 


| — 
= Fin AA Spee came 


THEN, FINALLY... 


WITHIN SECONDS, THE INDESCRIBABLY POWERFUL 7VMG 
HAS SCATTERED HIS FOES ALL OVER THE LANDSCAPE, 
AS THOSE WHO REMAIN RUN FOR COVER IN PANICKY 

: DESPERATION! 
GAOZOOKS/ HE LIFTS 


BOTH MY STEED AND YOU'RE THE LAST 
MAYSELF AS THOUGH 3 OF ‘EM, BUTTERCUP! 


DON'T KNOCK YERSELF 
OUT, JUNIORS I'LL MAKE 
IT EASY FOR YA!’ JUST 
HOP INTO THAT BOILIN® 
CAULDRON AND LEAVE 
EVERYTHIN’ TO YER. . 
BASHFUL BUDDY! 


THAT DOES IT, BUDDY 
BOY/ BUT KANG HIM- 
SELF IS TRYIN' -TO 
ESCAPE! I'LL GO 
AFTER IMs 


OKAY, KANG.“ IT'S JUST you © 
'N ME NOW! AND THIS TIME MY 
FLAME'S STAYING OAW-- LONG 
ENOUGH TO OBLITERATE you! 


YOU YOUNG FOOL / 
I'VE STILL. Got 
ENOUGH WEAPONS 
FROM THE FUTURE 
TO MAKE yOU WISH 
YOU HADNEVER « 
HEARD OF KANG 
THE CONQUEROR! 
IT'S MERELY A 
QUESTION OF 
DECIDING MATCH, 
ONE TO SLAY 
YOU WITH 


Bur, AT THAT MOMENT, THE STRONG, . Ml THE TORCH CAN WAIT BUT, MY DESTRLUCTI- 

PIERCING VOICE OF MERLIN RINGS e I'VE GOT TO DESTROY RAY DOESN'T work! 
OUT, LOUD ANDO CLEAR-~/ Yj. \ MERLIN BEFORE THEIR WHAT (S WRONG 2 
VA Uy EYES! ONLY THEN WHAT HAS GONE 

KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND Hip WILL THEY SERVE ME AMISS22/ 
TABLE. FORSAKE YOUR 
A_LEGIANCE TO THE EVIL 
KANG/ ARTHUR MUST 

” BE RETURNED To HIS 
THRONE / THIS SPEAKS 

MERL 


THEY'RE CLOSING 
7M ON MES 
MERLIN HAS 
TURNED THEM 


SURPRISED, KANGIE 22 
MERLIN FOUND WHERE 


YOUR TIME~ TRAVEL 
SHIP WAS HIDDEN BY 


"THAT'S WHY MY. 
WEAPONS DO NOT. 
WORK! THEY ARE 


ONCE AGAIN THE TORCH AND THE THING HAVE 
THWARTED My PLAN / BUT, THEY’LL NEVER 


Xe 


CONQUER ME! I'LL ESCAPE THEM YET/ 


fp.) 


FURS 


THAT'S A REAL 
DRAMATIC SPEECH 


ANY OTHER FOE 
WOULD WHIMPER 
iN ABJECT 
SURRENDER-- BUT 


IN THE WORLD OF THE 
25> CENTURY, WE ARE 
UAMUNE TO RA DLATION-- 
GUT YOY ARE NOT/ AND 
SO, I USE My GREATEST 
WEAPON -~ ty ONE SURE 
METHOD OF ESCAPE 


THE RADIATION WILL 
DESTROY YOU’ THUS, & 
VANISH BEFORE YOUR 
EYES, AS I HAVE DONE 
BEFORE, IN OTHER AGES! 


CHEEEE! THAT CORNBALL 


IS HARDER TO HOLD ON TO 
THAN A PAY CHECKS 
WHERE IN BLAZES DID HE 


HE AAUST BE TRYIN‘ TO 
REACH HIS 7THHE TRAVEL, 
MACHINE § MAYBE I 
CAN HEAD ‘IM OFFS 
HERE Goas! 


--RADPIOACTIVITYS 


WELL, IT LOOKS LIKE EVERY- 

THING'S GETTING BACK TO 

NORMAL AGAIN, BIG BuDDY/ 

HERE COMES KING ARTHUR, 

LEADING HIS KNIGHTS BACK 
FROM EXILE / 


GOES THE MACHINE 
MOW!S BUT-- UM TEST 

- A SPLIT-SECOND Too 
LATE/ NO CHANCE OF 
CATCHING IT-- MY 
FLAME'S TOO WEAK-- 


OF YEARS IN THE 

PAST! THIS AINT 

EXACTLY MY IDEA 
OF A GALLS 


WHAT I WANNA KNOW 
1S--HOW IN THE DAD— 
BLASTED BLUE-BLAZES 
DO WE GET BACK TO THE 
TWENTIETH CENTURY 
AGAINZ2 IT AINT AS EASY 
AS WAITIN’ FORA BUSY 


BuT, EVEN 
THOUGH KANG 
ESCAPED US, 

WE ACCOM- 

4 PLISHED WHAT 

WE SET OUT 


THEN, IN WHAT SEEMS TOBE THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE 


LO0K 4T THEM-~ IS THAT ALL YOU'VE GOT TO DO WHILE IAA 
LOLLING AROUND AWAY AND EF LEAVE YOU IN CHARGE OF OUR 
LIKE A PAIR OF HEADQUARTERS 22 WHAT DID YOU DO-- TAKE 
7 A SNOOZE ALL AFTERNOON? 
pf I'M SURPRISED YEAH22 WELL, SUPPOSE I 
TELL YOU THAT BENJIE AND I 


JUST SAVED ALL OF MANKIND 
WHILE YOU WERE Gone! 


RELAX, KIDS THEY'RE 
THE SUSPIC: 


VOUS TYPE! 
THEY PROBABLY 2 


WELL, WADDAYA KNOW.Y 
Za IT'S O' 1G DOME HIMSELF) 


I KMWEW HE WOULONT 
LET US DOWNS 


ST AS IT KNEW 
THAT NEITHER OF YOU 
WOULO LET M4NKINO 

DOWN / 


LAS 


: | : G | : MASTER 
fi OF THE 
STIC ARTS: 
AA OP = se 


> EARTH BE 
MY 


WRITTEN BY MARVEL'S ILLUSTRATED BYMARVEL'S LETTERED BY MARVEL’ 
OWN LIVING LEGEND, | OWN UNSUNG GENIUS, OWN BEAMING PIXIE, 
STAN 


LEE STEVE DITKO ARTIE 


HLL RETRIEVE J GUT, I CANNOT YET 

MY STREET RETURN TO MY 
CLOTHES DWELLING, FOR 
‘WHERE T MORDO'S DEMONS- 


LEFT THEM! ARE STILL ON 
: KNOWING 


THAT I HAVE 
RETURNED’ 


AND NOW, WHILE MY HELPLESS PHYSICAL 
BOPY REMAINS TOTALLY MOTIONLESS, MY 
ECTOPLASAAIC SPIRIT FORAA SHALA FLY TO 
THE SANCTUM OF MY VENERABLE MASTER / 


YOUNG MASTERS! You 
_ HAVE RETURNED/ THE 
; VISHANT} BE PRAISED! Jy 
OF RAGGADORR, LET 4 A : 
MY FORM BE VISIBLE 
TO THOSE WITHIN 
THIS CHAMBERS 


BY THE SEVEN RINGS. 


HIS SIDESTRE: 
HOTEL WILL 
FIRST, ET NEED A & SERVE THE 
HAVEN~--A PLACE PURPOSE AS 


WHERE My Booey WELL AS ANY 
OTHER/ ALL 


MOMENTS To viSiIT 
THE AILING 
ANCIENT ONE! 


=$ 
« 

Ay 
2 
< 
‘ 


THE QUICKEST WAY TO | 
REACH TIBET IS BY 
JOURNEYING THRU THE 
CORE OF EARTHS 


FORTUNATELY, 
(C) NO HUMANS 
CAN SEE ME ° 
WHILE £ 


BUT, IT IS BEYOND MY POOR - 
POWERS TO AID HIM/T COULD 
ONLY PRAY FOR YOUR RETURN,'J. 


/2] HE 1S. WEAK/ HE NEEDS 
STRENGTHS 


THE ANCIENT ONE 
HAS BEEN INA COMA 
“SINCE YOU CEFTS 
EACH DAY HE GROWS 
WEAKERS 


QuICKLY-~ 
BSE 


FORE ITIS 


MORDO'S EVIL SPIRITS ST/LE 

SEARCH THE CAVERNS BENEATH 

THIS LAND, SEEXING THE ANCIENT 

ONE’ MAY THE VAPORS OF VALTORR 
BUND THEIR EYES! 


AND, AS THE EVE RETURNS TO ITS 
PLACE WITHIN THE 
ENCHANTEO GEM. 
MUST 


IF THE MASTER SA/O1T, IT 
BE MAPORTANTS I SHALL NOT r 
REST TILL. I LEARN ITS MEANING? 


MASTER/ LET ITS 
STRENGTH BECOME 


I MUST GO NOW/ I /SHALL RETURN 
PERIODICALLY TO RE-ADMINISTER 
THE AMULET'S POWER./ 


LET THE PowER OF My \ £woues! 
ENCHANTED AMULET TOO 
BATHE THEE, VENERABLE] STRONG 


TILL THEN, GUARD 
HIM WELL, FAITHFUL 
ONE~~ WHILE IT 

PONDER THE MEANING 
\. OF --- ETERMITES 


“HERE, WITHIN THE 

MASTER'S NOW- 
DESERTED RETREAT, 

AMONG HIS BOOKS 
AND PAPERS, I MAY 
FIND WHAT I SEEK/. 


THEN, USING THE UNCANNY POWER 
‘| OF HIS AMULET'S MYSTIC EYE, THE 
MASTER OF BLACK MAGIC SCANS 
EVERY VOLUME WITHOUT TOUCHING 
A PAGE, BUT TO NO AVAIL £ 


IT IS NO USE/ THERE Is 
NO REFERENCE TO 
ETERN: 


A SIGNALS ONE OF MY 
SPIRITS HAS FOUND HIM! 


TO DISSOLVE THE SPELL 
AT LASTS 


I FORGOT 

OF VISIBILITY WHICH I CAST OVER 

MYSELF/ ONE OF MORDO'S SPIRITS 
EES ME/ 


INSTANTLY, BARON ALTER W1AA, MORDO!/ HAVE| | THUS, WITHIN SECONDS, THE EVIL MORDO SIGHTS 
MORDO ALSO ‘ HIS QUARRY--~/ 

RESORTS TO HIS SPIRIT 
FORM, AND THEN... ] I SEE Him! 

19) — ae DIRECTLY 


AND, AN INDESCRIBABLE DISTANCE 
AWAY, IN THE MACABRE PARK 
OUMENSION, DORMAMMU WATCHES 
HUNGRILY... 


MORDO MUST TRIUMPH 
THIS TIME / I MUST 
HAVE STRANGE PEADS 


pas 


Oe AES Ne ee Gacane en AND MORDO CAN TRANSFER HIS 
iC FIGURES SPEED, INVISIBLE TO ALL| | POWER TO ANY OF HIS SPIRITS AT 
WILL SO THEY ARE ALL EQUALLY 
STRONG! 


“THE MINDLESS ONES/" BRAINLESS CREATURES OF ALMOST 
JNCALCULABLE POWER, LIVING ONLY TO FIGHT, TO RAVAGE, 
THIS To DESTROY’ 2 
} ‘DLESS OMNES, HELD PRISONERS 
f, ONLY BY THE POWER OF THE PREAD 
< PORMAMALL, 


r= 
eer 
ag 


po 


ae 
<4 
x 
= € 


~~ % 
TH 
K 


EG 


HAVE SEIZED, CAN 
THE BARRIER-~/ 


AST, 

BREA 
DARK 
WiLL 


a </x 
UNTIL, AT L jE MIND= 
O LESS ONES THRU, TO 
RAVAGE ed DIMENSION 


BUT, AT THE BORDER OF DORMAMMU'S DOMAIN, AN 
ALARM IS SOUNDED, ANE THE DREADED ONE IS 


LIKE A HORDE OF RAMPAGING,LIVING 
DREADNAUGHTS, THE UNTHINKING 
CREATURES CHARGE FORWARD, 
HJNGERING FOR THE 

FURY OF BATTLES 


I MUST! BUT STRANGE WILL NOT 
KNOW YOU ARE LESS POWERFUL! 
YOU CAN S77Z£ OEFEAT HIM! 


BUT, IN THE FORMER RETREAT OF 
THE ANCIENT ONE, WHERE 
MORDO'S MOTIONLESS PHYSICAL 
FIGURE STANDS, THE DIMENSIONAL= 
SCREEN GOES BLANK-~ ANO SILENCE 
FILLS THE SHADOWY CHAMBERS 


\ 


INSTANTLY, A MENTAL MESSAGE 
1S TRANSMITTED TO THE STARTLED 
BARON MORCO, BACK ON EARTH, 


I CAN HELP YOU NO LONGER/ 
OTHER MATTERS NEED MY 

ATTENTION/ DEFEAT DR. STRANGE 
ON YOUR OWAS 


DORMAMMUS 2ORMANIME! 
WAITS COME BACK / COME 


i 
Ss ee yea 


WHILE, IN THE DARK DIMENSION, THE DREADED ONE PITS ALL HIS STRENGTH, ALL. HIS POWER, AGAINST 
THE ONRUSHING HORDES WHO LIVE ONLY TO DESTROY HIM-~-/ 
@ACK, YOU BRAINLESS CATTLE, 


IF HE EVER LEARNS IT WAG J WHO FREED THE BACK, TO THE PLACE FROM WHENCE 
MINDLESS ONES, MY PUNISHMENT WILL BE’ YOU CAME! DORMAMMES CO AS 
UNIMAGINABLE / BUT I MAD TO DO IT-- THERE WAS 

NO OTHER WAY To HELP 

JHE NOBLE EARTHLING,’ 


AND, AT THAT SELF- SAME INSTANT, BACK ON EAR 


THEY'VE FINALLY SURROUNDED ME/ 
I DARE NOT LET THEM COME ANY 
; CLOSER! 
ult & O 


DiD YOU JUST FEEL A COLD, 
UNEARTHLY SENSATION-- LIKE 
A CHILL WINP WAFTING By= 


HAS HE GONE MAD22 IVE COME 

HE'S HEADING RIGHT ~ > f 

INTO THE SUM ITSELF / 3 CX CANT FAIL 
= CHEMICAL CHANGE WHICH COULD ee 5s 


PROVE FATAL TOA SPIRIT FORM! a 


z SUN -=— 
WHEREVER YOU GO, ANO 'LL TAKE YOU WITH MES 
"LL FOLLOW, UNTIL 
YOU ARE CESTROVED! 


sh 
IT MEANS CERTAIN O&470¢ TAAT MUST BE IT/ HE PLANS To YOU CANNOT TRICK AFE SO EASILY.’ 
UNLESS -= WHAT IF ITIS A TRICK? LURE ME TO MY DEATH.’ BUT, I'M I'LL WAIT FOR OU ON EARTH, ANDO 
WHAT IF HE KNOWS A SPELL TO TOO SHART FOR HIM! HE CAN= ATTACK YOU AGAIN AT MY LEISURE! 
PROTECT HIMSELF! NOT TRAP MES 


NOW, I,TOO,CAN RETURN TO ‘Mf |=/ BUT, I SHALL RETURN BY 

EARTH! THE SHADES OF THE ff |.| A Sveee@EWT ROUTES 

SERAPHIM HAVE BEEN MERCI- WITH LUCK, IT WILL BE HOW FARES THE \HE IS BETTER, 
FUL TO ME! ‘A days BEFORE MORDO DR. STRANGE 


MASTER. 
INOS ME AGAIN FAITHFUL ONE? | youR AMULET 


SILENT AGAIN! THE STRAIN 
HAS WEAKENED HIM! 


PERHAPS I CAN PROBE 
HIS MIND WITH MY MYSTIC 
EYE, AND LEARN THE 

MEANING OF EFERMITEL 


Wistime To \E/BExOLD/ HE 
REPEAT THE | TRIES TO 
TREATMENT, SPEAKS 

LISTENS 


HE is 


IT 1S NOUSE/ HE IS INA IF LTRY TOFPROBE PEEPER, To 
COMA AGAIN!’ AND HIS PENETRATE HIS MENTAL DEFENSES, 
MIND IS LOCKES, INA ONE OF US WOULD SURELY PERISH/ 
MYSTIC DEFENSE’ I MUST FIND ANOTHER WAYS 


DEFEAT EviL |. 
»  _ MORDO 
FOREVER! 


AND NOW, BY THE CRIMSON BANDS OF CYTTORAK, 
I FORCE MY BARRIER BACK, BACK-- BACK To 
THE OUTER REACHES OF MAY EMPIRE, WHERE 
YOU SHALL. REMAIN FOREVERMORE/ 


ANE, AS THE MASTER OF THE MYSTIC ARTS AGAIN 
“LEAVES THE SANCTUARY iN TIBET--= 


THERES ONLY THE DREAD PORMAMML COULD 
HAVE MENTALLY ERECTED A WEW BARRIER TO 
CONFINE YOU ONCE MORES 


MEANTIME, BACK’ IN THE ANCIENT NOS THE SPIRITS COWARDS I MUST GO NOW! MY OWN 
ONE'S CAPTURED RETREAT AGAIN, DESERTED ME/ AND || THERE = POWER HAS BEEN ORAINED -- 
MOROO, PACES RESTLESSLY, WAIT- STRANGE HAD THE NO SUCH I MUST RENEW IT! BUT, f SHALL 
ING-- WAITING-~ SECRET OF SURVIVAL SECRETS RETURN TO YOU BEFORE LONG/ 
IN THE SUN'S CoRE/ you 
WHY 1S THERE NO WORD: I CAREC NOT. FEARED -  MAEANWHILE, 
FROM PORMAMMU22 FOLLOW HIM/ TO CONTINUE TO 
WHAT HAS HAPPENEO FOLLOW/ SEARCH FOR 
TO HIM? FORM! DR, STRANGE! 
HOUND HIM-~-- 
WEARY HIM-- 
GIVE HIM NO 
REST/ THAT is 
ALLS 


any | 
M i | 


eS 


AS I SIT HERE, ABSORBING NEW POWER I HAVE RETURNED —--YET, SO GREAT IS 
FROM WITHIN My ENCHANTED TRIANGLE, IT THE DEVICE WHICH DORMAMML'S POWER, 
MUST THA HOW DID THE MINDLESS ONES WEAKENED THE THAT IF HE THINKS LONG 


ESCAPE 22 HAS SOMEONE DARED TO BETRAY | BARRIER/ HE WILL SURELY 
i ~MEZ2 < : DEDUCE THAT 


I AM THE 
Uf GUILTY ONES 


ZW GY 


AN? NOW, I MUST 
STREET HOTEL IN NEW YORK,A MYSTIC LOSE MYSELF IN 
TRANSFORMATION AGAIN TAKES PLACE... THE NIGHT, AS I 
- BEGIN-~- THE SEARCH 
ZI SHALL RETURN TO MY PHYSICAL FOR ETERMITY 
FORM ONCE MORE/ IT is MOT by 
SAFE TO LEAVE IT UNATTENDED 
FOR TOO LONG A TIME,‘ 
ssa 


CUT SHAT OUT? 
WARNED YUH WONTANAS: 


OuU'RE_A ahi: 
Rou ay pees : 


ANAS 


YOU ARRESTIN! =X HAD BUSINESS 

_ ME_FOR DEFENDIN' OF HERE--BUT I'LL 
MNSELF: SHERIFF? Ss j Gof I CAN'T 
FIGHT EVERYBODY, 


x RECKON? 


IF THEY KNEW WHY KINI SWAZEY 
AND ROCK MANTON WERE HERE, 
THEY'D SURE NOT LOOK SO smuG/ 
ALL THE GENTS ZI TANGLED WITH 
ARE |N ON THE SCHEMES — 


WOULD IF I HAD ANY SENSE/ 
BUT XZ NEVER WAS THE SENS! BLE 
TYPES I RECKON I'LL STAY 

NEARBY, KEEPIN’ AN EYE OPEN., . 


I GOT NOTHIN’ BUT KICKS AND 

CUSSES BACK THERE--I OUGHTA 

RIDE AWAY AN’ LET 'EM TAK 
WHAT'S COMIN' / ; 


D ROUND WHEN MANTON IT'S THAT CUSSED] 
BuAZeN; A ; DRIFTER’ AFTER 


SWA: N' THE WILD BUNCH MAKE 
SATE NEI R MONEY ox RODE HIM, BOYS? 


ENERYONE'S AFTER ME NOW/ IF I HAD -..BUT THEN ZI NENER DID HANE MUCH 
ANY SENSE AT ALL; I'D HEAD SOUTH SENSES I RECKON I'LL DISCOURAGE 
: -AN! KEEP GOIN! / : THAT BUNCH A LITTLE? 


THE. CASH'LL 

ARRINE TO- 

MORROW MORNIN! 
ROCKS 


WE'LL BE HANGIN' AROUND THE EXPRESS 


TILL THE SHERIFF 
MONTANA OUT FOR US 


KID MONTANA] IT'S QUIET _NOW--IN A HEN; LOOK’ THERE'S 
FEW HOURS THIS THAT HARDCASE--KID 
STREET'S GONNA SOUND MONTANA / 
be LIKE THE BATTLE OF 
it GETTYSBURGS 


THAT'S WHAT _ZI'LL DO, HOSSY It IT'S KID 
GINE THE CITIZENS A LOOK AT M Mes ANAS 
LATER=-THE SHERIFF AND EVERY y|.WHERE':S THE 
ABLE-BODIED MAN WILL BE BEFORE | SHERIFF? 
AFTER MES 


| CITIZENS 
SAW 


= 
THING 
THEY 

COULDN! T 

BELIENE Ss 


= 
NIN 


THE CASH WAGON WAS COMING FAST AT 
THAT MOMENT... 


THEY'RE STANYIN' CLOSE-- 


MANTON AND HIS BUNCH MUST 


ON THE | BE HAPPY’ NOW, I'LL START EEEEEYYYAAAAHHHH/ 
POSSE TO SWING AROUND--I'!NE GOT WE'RE NEAR TOWN~-Gi DDAP/ 
AT TO BE WHERE I CAN SEE THAT : : 


WAGON WHEN IT ENTERS TOWN? 


KID MONTANA TIMED IT PERFECTLY 
"HE CAME DOWN FROM THE HILLS, J=aM SECONDS LATE--GIVE 
RACING PARALLEL TO THE WAGON? ME THEM A CHANCE TO 

2 START THE ROBBERY/ 


oir mua = | [fgeoee = 
~~ * NOWS 
| I ze 


= 


KID MONTANA DIDN'T HESITATE...HE GET AWAY FROM 'IMi: 
DRONE STRAIGHT FOR THE OUTLAW BOSS/ ROCK / TE EL Fix 


sce ml i Pes. 
y It bal —s Sl 
MANTON!'S —_/ GET _MANTON AND HIS BUNCH? 
MEN WERE LAY OFF KID MONTANA/ 
EAGER TO |-———— 
GET AT fp 


' $fE WAS CHARGED WITH A SERIOUS DERELICTION OF DUTY... BUT WHEN HE TOLD HIS AMA ZING, 
STORY, WHO COULD SAY THAT THE GALLANT CAPTAIN HAD NOT FULFILLED H/S SWORN DUTY? 


3S ALIVE 


THEN YOU ADMIT YOU FLED FROM THIS STRANGE YES, SIR! MY_MISSION WAS TO FINO LIFE 
PRANET BEFORE you COMPLETEO THE Gres ) ON ANOTHER PLANET IN OUR GALAXY! I WILL 
OF IT? 00 YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO SAY IN YOUR TELL THE SOLAR COURT My STORY... PERHAPS 
DEFENSE, CAPTAIN ERIC LINDEN = DEX YOU WILL UNDERSTAND WHY I GAVE THE 
ORDER TO FLEE Hoe, THIS STRANGE 
N 


* iT WAS NEAR THE END OF OUR SECOND YEAR IN SPACE, 
WHEN WE SIGHTED THIS PLANET... SO FAR WE HA 
EXPLORED OVER FIFTY PLANETS AND STARS WITHOUT 
FINDING LIFE...I GAVE THE ORDER TOLAND.. THIS PLANET IS QUITE SIMILAR TO 
7 EARTH AS FAR AS THE ATMOSPHERE 
EXECUTE LAWDING PROCEDURE FOUR? \S CONCERNED, CAPTAIN! IT’S SAFE 
ALL MEN TO LANDING STATIONS / 


: TO EXPLORE, SIR.,.NO SAFETY 
ENVIRONMENT TEAM, STAND BY! GEAR NECESSARY! 


“WHEN THE EXPLORATION UNITS LERT, I EXAMINED THE 
CURIOUS BAMBOO-LIKE GROWTH THAT COVERED MOST OF 
“ 2 THEY MOVE BACK TO 


THE PLANET... it FEELS SOME FORM OF Wi i FORM THE SAME 
Fi} STRANGE, CAPTAIN! PLANT LIFE, NO f ‘ ) PATTERN / 
IT’S TOUGH AND covet! ; 


= 4 q 4 y 
FLEXIGLE ¢ re et 4 2 £ Pa Al 


NOTICE THESE LINES! \ LOOK! WHEN I RUB 
HE MY HAND OVER THEM, 


“THEN, SUODENLY, WE HEARD THE IT’S STOPPED! I “ THE NEXT MORNING, THE 
FIRST ALARMING SOUND! 4 IT JUST “ E EXPLORATION UNITS REPORTED 
= THUMPED, 1S BACK TO ME... ” 
AND THEN NO SIGN OF LIFE, 
STOPPED! S CAPTAIN’ BUT WHILE WE WERE 
WE SLEEPING LAST NIGHT, SOMEONE 
PLANET IS ag WERE! I FEEL LIKE TOOK OUR EQUIPMENT! THERE 
SHAKING! Al 7 : SOMEONE 15 MUST BE LIFE ON THIS PLANETS 
3 WATCHING ME! 


. EADERS COULD FINISH THEIR REPORTS, THAT THERE MUST BE LIFE ON THIS 
eee ey spook in f PLANET! UNIT LEADERS, TAKE 


OK THE PLANE GAIN J / 
PAPE NTH EM Coe F TA THE EXPLORATION TEAMS OUT 
THERE IT IT SEEMS TO BE . AGAIN». ape tih TIME, FING 


1S AGAIN! ,| COMING FROM 
INSIDE THE 


PLANET! a (4 YE ; 


“BUT AS THE UNITS MOVED OUT, I NOTICED SOMETHING STRANGE 
ABOUT A LARGE CRATER NEAR OUR SHIP... # 


THAT CRATER... 1T WAS TWO HUNDRED 
YAROS AWAY WHEN WE LANDED! THE 


CRATERS MOVED! 


ATTENTION! EVERYONE INTO 
THE SHIP! WE/RE GETTING 
OUT OF HERE!’ HURRY! 
BLAST OFF IMMEDIATELY! 


COULON’T TELL THE ) YOU ARE STILL GUILTY, CAPTAIN! 


*AFTER BLAST OFF, I. DION’T LOOK BACK AT THE I 
MEN WHAT I KNEW! 


THEY WOULD NEVER 
HAVE BELIEVED mE?! FIND LIFE ON ANOTHER PLANET! 


PLANET’ I LOCKED MYSELF IN MY CABIN, AND 
REFUSED TO GIVE ANY EXPLANATION TO THE MEN!” 


WHAT SHALL I TELL THE TELL THEM NOTHING! 
MEN, CAPTAIN THEY WE’RE RETURNING TO 
WANT TO KNOW WHY WE EARTH! 

LEFT BEFORE we 

FINISHED EXPLORING! 


i” Ss] 7 
I O/O COMPLETE MY MISSION, THE BAMBOO-LIKE 
SIR/ I NAMEO THE PLANET GROWTH WAS HAIR’ 
"Y/TA %.-. FROM THE LATIN WORD -+-THE ODD LINES 
FOR “LIFES WERE PORES... 
a AND THE CRATER 


WAS A MOUTH! / YOU DID COMPLETE 
YOUR MISSION / 


YOU DID NOT COMPLETE youR 
ASSIGNED MISSION! YOU DID WOT 


THE LOUD THUMP... THAT WAS 

THE HEART BEATING / THE 

ENTIRE PLANET VITA IS 
ALES 


RIDE TO THE FUTURE 


"ALL the kids in town were 
buzzing about the Chroni- 
ele’s cartoon contest for young. 
sters. First prize was the distinc. 
tion of seeing the original win- 
ning cattoon appear in the 
paper. And aside from that 
honor, the Rocket-Jet Bicycle 
Company who sponsored the 
contest was offering their Bike- 
of-the-Future to the lucky win- 
net. 
; Each afternoon, a long line 
of youngsters filed through the 
lobby of the Chronicle building 
just to gape wide-eyed at the 
Bike-of-the-Future, And it was 
a honey, a chrome-shiny, ultra. 
modern designed speed racer 
with gears that operated a buz- 
zer that sounded like a jet in 
action, The frame of the bike 
was done in clear plastic-tubing 
through which a fluorescent 
liquid bubbled. The liquid was 
illuminated with a battery de- 
vice so that when the bike was 
on the read, it would gleam 
like a streak of colored light. 
“Only poor Poker doesn’t 
have enough imagination to 
write a contest entry,” Harry 
Benns said loudly, “Remember 
what happened in English class, 
kids, when it was Poker’s turn 
to tell a story? He just stood 
up and said he couldn’t make 
up anything out of his head 
that wasn’t true. Boy, he has a 
great chance of winning with 
an imagination like that!” 
Harry was somewhat of a 
hero to the fellows, and they 
obliged him by laughing as an 
audience to his ridiculing of 


Poker, 

Poker was used. to the kids 
tiding him, but now his feel. 
ings were hurt. The bicycle was 
the most beautiful thing he had 
ever seen, and he could pic- 
ture nothing more desirable 
than owning it and being able 
to whiz along the streets on 
this spectacular creation. Ac- 
tually, he had little time to en- 
joy the games the other fellows 
liked. He came from a large 
family where every bit of 
money was needed just to get 
by. Every afternoon he took 
odd jobs to help out at home, 
and he had a regular paper 
route to manage, too. Boy, that 
bike would really come in 
handy on his paper route, he 
thought dreamily. But he knew, 
too, that he didn’t stand a 
chance. The kids may have 
been cruel to make fun of him, 
but truth to tell, he was never 
able. to shine in an English 
class the way Harry did. His 
imagination was limited, and he 
was too practical and. realistic 
to evec be able to concoct a 
comic strip idea which would 
win the fabulous bike. 

He admitted that to himself, 
but it did pain him to have 
the fellows make fun of him, 
especially when the bike meant 
so much to him, : 

"J didn’t come to the Chroni- 
cle building to enter that comic 
strip contest about winning the 
bike,” he said defensively. I’m 
here strictly on business. I have 
a paper route with the Chroni- 
cle, you know.” 


“That's right,’ said Harty, 
“all work and no play, Poker. 
You just don’t care about hav- 
ing fun or using your imaginae 


‘tion, do you? Well, fellows, I 


guess he’s one less guy we have 
to worry about when it comes 
to this contest.” 

The kids laughed, and Poker 
hurried off. At the time, he 
payed little attention to the 
young boy who had come into 
the Chronicle building, where 
the bike was on display, and 
had overheard the entire con- 
versation, To Poker and the 
other kids, this youngster was 
just another one of the in- 
trigued contestants whose only 
interest was in winning the bike 
for himself, 

But when Poker started out 
on his paper route on his rusty 
old bicycle, the young boy who 
had been listening stepped up 
to him. 

“Hi, Poker. You too busy to 
have a few words with me?” 

Poker didn’t recognize the 
boy. But he had so little time 
to play with most of the kids 
in town, that he didn’t think it 
too unusual, However, it was 
strange for Poker to find any- 
one who would speak to him 
pleasantly and take time out to 
even cate about his friendship. 

"I’ve got to deliver my 
papers,” Poker said, “but I can 
spare a little time, I guess. 
What's on your mind?” 

“Well, I was listening to 
those kids sound off, and I 
didn’t like it. I didn’t like it a 
bit.” 


"Oh, they didn’ mean 
wrong by it,’ Poker apologized 
with a wistful understanding. 
"You see, I’m just a kid who 
doesn’t have time to fit in with 
them and alf that they do. I’m 
ptetty much an outsider and I 
guess it’s sort of natural for 
them to think I’m not as good 
as they are.” j 

“Nonsense,” the boy exclaim- 
ed. “They were being mean. 
Maybe they didn’t realize how 
mutch they offended you, but I 
think they should be taught a 
lesson. You see, I’m a stranger 
around here, and I’d hate to 
think that when my people 
come here, I’d be treated badly 
just because I have to do things 
a little differently than the rest 
‘of them.” 


“Who are you?” Poker asked 


curiously. “What's your name?” 


Zealzodo,” the boy replied 


without so much as batting an 
eyelash. “My dad is going to 
head the first Earth mission of 
the Outer Space people. Folks 
in Outer Space have sent me to 
scout out the territory on Earth, 
to see what they'll be up against 
‘when they land the first visiting 
ship here. It was a special 
secret, mind you, but after the 
things I’ve seen I feel you're 
the kind of kid who can pave 
the way for good relations 
between our world and yours.” 

“Whatever gave you that 
idea?” asked Poker. 

“Well, you're a realist... a 
kid who sees things just. as 
they exist, don’t you? You're 
not one of those wild-eyed 
dreamers who exaggerate the 
impossible and falsify the truth. 
Suppose you enter this comic 
strip contest and tell the story 
of the Outer Space people and 
theic desire to be friends with 
Earth. You're practical and 
teuthful, and you’d give us a 
faie shake, I know. When 


people read the stuff you put 
into that comic strip, they'd be- 
lieve you, because your heart 
and your soul would be in it, 
Then, when Outer Space sends 
down its mission, people’s 
minds would be open as to 
what to expect. You'd be able 
to describe the whole thing in 
advance for us. You’d be sin- 
cere: And that’s what counts!’ 
“You mean you want me to 
put all this in a comic strip just 
to pave the way for good re- 
lations between Outer Space 
and Earth?” asked Poker, 
Exactly!” Zealzodo exclaim- 


ed. “If give you a detailed de- 
scription of the way people 
dress, of the spaceship landing 
they'll make here and the 
friendship we want to establish. 
You know the reason I was 
chosen to do this job... be« 
cause of my youth and the 
necessity for convincing the 
Earth youth of our motives! 
Young people have open minds 
about this sort of thing.” 

Poker wrote down all the 
facts that Zealzodo gave him, 
He was sorry that the young 
boy from Outer Space could 
not stay to see the results of the 
contest. 


“{ have to transport myself 
back to Outer Space,” Zealzodo 
explained. “We have at least’ 
another year of preparation be- 
fore we ptesent ourselves here. 
But at least, you will create the 
understanding we so sorely 
need before we come.’ 

When Poker’s comic strip or 
Outer Space and Zealzodo won 
the contest, everyone was amaze 
ed. There was a presentation 
ceremony where the Bike-of-thee 
Future was presented to Poker 
Afterwards, the boys from town 
thronged around him, incredue 
lous, but anxious to be his 
friend. Perhaps, all of them 
sectetly hoped he would be 
granted a ride on the magnifi- 
cent bike, 

" Generously, Poker gave each 
one chance, And when the Out. 
et Space comic strip was print. 
ed in the Chronicle, the fellows 
digested it seriously and with 
admiration. 

- *Boy, do you have an imagt- 
nation!” Harry enthused. “It’s 
hard. to believe that such a 
world and such people don’t 
exist! I never would have 
thought you’d be able to make 
it all up.” 

Poker smiled. Perhaps the 
time was not too far away when 
they would realize that the 
magnificent, astounding world 
relations between Outer Space 
and Earth were a reality. And 


in his heart, he thanked Zeal- 


zodo for the acceptance he had 
won among his friends ... an 
acceptance that Earth would 
now repay to the Outer Space 
people, when they landed. 


THE END 


Bactoons MAY BE.OLD 
FASHIONED AS A MEANS OF 
TRANSPORTATION BUT THEY 
CAN STILL FURNISH PLENTY 
OF THRILLS...AS BETTY 
TRINKE FOUND OUT TO HER 
SORROW. FOR DAYS SHE 
ORIFTED OVER THE GREEN 
SEA OF THE JUNGLE,ONLY 
JO DESCEND AT LAST, INTO 
MORE DESPERATE PERILS 
ONLY THE KINDNESS AND 
GREAT COURAGE OF KOLAH, 
QUEEN OF THE JUNGLE, 
SAVED THE GIRL IN 


THE RUNAWAY BALLOOM..® 


SETTY TRINKE PREPARES TO BREAK THE 
RECORDS FOR NON-STOP BALLOON FLIGHT. 


YOU'RE OFF AT 
F] LAST, BETTY. GOOD BREAK THE 
H{ Luck. AND DON'T }_ RECORD 
FORGET, WE GET 
MARRIED AFTER 
THIS. AND THEN 
NO MORE OF 4 
, THIS STUFF/ 1 oF aenica, 


THEN I'LL 
NEVER MAKE 
ANOTHER 
ASCENT, 


ME NOW,JACK, I'M 
GOING TO BE ALL 
RIGHT’ YOU SHOULD }( GOING TO GO 
BE PROUD OF ME, AMISS{ BETTER 
NOT JUST FRETTING NOT FRIGHTEN 
ALL THE TIME! oe HER WITH IT, 

. DO THOUGH. J 


ME LUCK! I 
FEEL AS IF 
THis TRIP -4 
WILL MAKE 
HISTORY! 


HURRY BACK 
‘TO ME,DARLING! 
GOOD LUCK! ALL 
THE LUCK IN THE 


WHILE FAR 


JUST REGEIVED FROM THE COMMISSIONER. pa 


BuT SUDDENLY SABER STEPS IN A 
LONG FORGOTTEN TRAP. 


ALMOST IMMEDIATELY, A NEW DANGER THREATENS... 


INLAND KOLAH PONDERS A MESSAGE 


HIM. POOR OLD FBLLOW CAN'T EVEN 


TRUE, f WOULD BUT 
WA | ‘T'S SO SILLY FOR 

@ { ANYONE TO FLY OVER 
AVJUNGLE INA 
BALLOONS I'LL HAVE 
TO KEEP SOME KIND 
OF A VIGIL FORHER, 
THAT'S THE LEAST I 


BLAZES! I GET SO MAD. SOME 
OF THESE HUNTERS HAVEN'T GOT 
ANY MORE CONSCIENCE THAN 
A PYTHON! PLANT TRAPS 
IN MY JUNGLE, THEN GO 
BOY! I'LLSEE IF L 
CAN RELEASE Your FAR AWAY AND LEAVE 
DON'T SNAP AT ITf 


HELP? 


OOH,..MORE TROUBLE’ AND SABER WON'T 
BE ABLE TO HELP WITH THAT BAD FOOT. 
FACT 1S...J'LL HAVE A HARD TIME SAVING 


GET OUT OF THE WAY, 


LET'S GO, SABERF WE'LL HAVE \ 
TO FORM A WATCH AT THE PLAGE 
OF MOUNTAINS! WE'D NEVER BE 

ABLE TO SCAN THE SKY DOWN 


HERE MIDST THE THICKET? 


[7 THERES THESE HEALING O) 
LEAVES WILL FIX YOU UP AS 
GOOD AS NEWIN TIME! POOR 

FELLOW? THAT WAS A MEAN 
GASH BUT IT'LL BE ALL 
BETTER SOON! 


DON'T MOVE, SABER, a 
OR HE’LL GORE YOUSTHIS Ya 
1S ONE TIME YOU'LL HAVE 
TO PROVE YOUR CONFIDENCE 
IN ME AND I'LL HAVE TO PROVE 
BOTH MY SPEED AND FIGHTING J 


YOU REALLY SHOULD = WE ARE A MATCH IN A WAY! 
PICK ON SOMEONE YOUR WE'RE BOTH MAD AND I'LL 
OWN SIZE, UGLY, BUT- STAKE MY KNIFE AGAINST 
LIKE ALL COWARDS YOU YOUR HORNS! MAY THE BEST 
WOULDN'T THINK OF * 
gee ENDANGERING YOUR- 


\ : <]_ MAN WIN EVEN IF 
“4 ’ SELF, WOULD YOU? A 


¢ 
DIE, YOu - 
me KILLER! 


HAS THE BRUTE [/ SURE ENOUGH! THERE SHE 
. WHEN SABER LOOKS | 1S/ SAY, THAT BALLOON 
UP AND SNARLS. «- 


18 TOO LOW? SHE MIGHT 
S| ROUBLE 
WHAT'S THE MATTER. ALL? CMON, SABER... 
WHAT'S UP THERE THAT'S 


AN'T LET HER OUT Ji 
GOT YOU SO UPSET, SOMETHING )"or SIGHT fee 
IW THE TREES OR MAYBE IT'S : 


THE BALLOON THE COMMISSIONER eee 
3 WAS TELLING ME 


LOOKS LIKE I'VE FAILED 
AGAIN, AND WHAT A SPOT 
TO BE FORCED DOWN! THE “\ 
WILDEST PART OF THE JUNGLE 
.». NOTHING BUT SAVAGES AND 
WILD ANIMALS, ILL NEVER 


yer SY 


AS SAVAGE EYES WATCH WITH AMAZEMENT [7 OHH! CAN'T CONTROL ANY- 
THE PLUMMETING DESCENT OF THE STRANGE 
SKY THING. . «= 


Lf 
HERE I GOf ALL OVER 
i THING AND THOSE NATIVES NOW, THANK GOODNESS I 
ARE GOING TO MEAN SERIOUS} STILL HAD ENOUGH GAS IN 
ie agleciets TROUBLE WHEN THEY RE- / THE BALLOON TO BREAK MY 
: \ COVER FROM THEIR yy FALL? 1 WOULD HAVE BEEN 
: a, aries \ KILLED INSTANTLY. BUT MAYBE 
Se 49 : I WOULD HAVE BEEN LUCKY. THOSE 
eeeae oor ac eyaey ak . Yff/| SAVAGES WON'T STAY FRIGHTENED J 
: ; ) LONG... AND WHEN THEY 
£ THING, WE MAY ALL A\ COME BACK £ 
Y\. BE DOOMED! \ 


‘MY BROTHERS! THE 
ATTACK 1S ON £ 


iT 1S UNLIKE ANY 
WAR WE HAVE EVER 


——__— 
WHILE KOLAH MAKES ALL HASTE THROUGH THE JUNGLE 
TO WHERE SHE ESTIMATES THE BALLOON HAS FALLEM.. 


DON'T WORRY, SABER, I WON'T DESERT YOUS 
TH 


EVERYTHING HAPPENS AT 

ONGES CARRYING SABER — 
SLOWS ME DOWN AND THAT 

GIRL LANDED SO HARD SHE 
COULD BE BADLY HURT, 
TOO.,. IF NOT KILLED?’ 

etre = 


IT IS TRU 


IN THE STRANGE BIRD TO 
KILL US$ LOOKf SHE 
SLAYS OUR BROTHER! 


Cy ING SO THIS GUN IS 
| WORTHLESS! WHAT . 
5] GHANGCE DOES IT GIVE 
ME ANYWAY AGAINST 
SO MANY £ 


YOUR POWER IS 


GONE! YOU SHALL [7 PROTECT MYSELF? 


PAY DEARLY FOR ff YOU STARTED IT ALL! 
WHAT YOU HAVE ff YOU COULDN'T PUNISH 
-——<<“A@_ ME FOR THAT... 


AT PAW WILL BE ALL RIGHT SOON, BUT YOU 
CAN'T WALK ON IT JUST YET! RELAX NOW AND 
JUST TRUST IN KOLAHf THAT'S 

THE BOY... 


ie ry = f =“ . \ 

er ee BP mat AN 

a | AND WHEN HER PISTOL MISSES FIRE ON THE 

KEEP AWAY L_NEXT SHOT. BI ay GUN? WHAT'S 

FROM MEf I'LL WRONG? IT'S MISSING SHOTS! 
HHH... 


ANO KOLAH WATCHES 
FROM NOT FAR OF 


HMM...THE MATTOWI 


THAT PAW OF YOURS AND MAYBE IT CAN DO 
SOMETHING TO MOVE THAT GIRL OUT OF 
THE DANGER ZONE SHE DROPPED 

bs RIGHT INTO S 


THEIR OWN TERRITORY. A 
WAR PARTY. THAT LEADER 
OF THEIR IS A CONSTANT 
SOURCE OF TROUBLES LOOKS 
LIKE I'M JUST IN TIME... 


qs 


NTA 


Cy 


THIS ISN'T GOING TO BE 

EASY{ THAT GIRL HAS 

MORE GUARDS THAN FORT 

KNOX... AND I CAN'T FORGET 

PCOR SABER, EITHER? I SHOULD 
BE GETTING BACK TO HIM 


if 


D 
Lk eten ef 


 THEY...THEY INTEND TO 
W\, BURN ME AT A STAKES 


OH, NO.,.THIS IS A NIGHT- 


MARE! IT CAN'T COME 
TRUE...IT CAN'T... 


f 2 


PUT MORE BRUSH 
ON SO. THAT _THE 
FIRE WILL CLIMB 


2 Ga 

EE geet a 

Fe AAD fav 

FF A) 

IT of THIS IS WHAT YOU 
GET, PLAYING WITH 
FIRE, BOYS’ SOME- 


/ PATIENCE...SOON THE 
SMALL SPARKS WILL 
KINDLE A FIRE AND 
OUR ENEMY WILL BE 
REMOVED FROM OUR 

PRESENCE!.. 


1A 
OH! MUST BE 
KOLAH, I'VE HEARD 
SO MUCH ABOUT? 
HELP? I CAN'T 


STAND THE SMOKE 


¢ BURNED WHEN THAT 
MUCH LONGERS 


HAPPENS?! 


BA FIRES 1T SOUNDS 
: EASY, BUT I COULD 
me ( FAIL! FOR THE SAKE 


* 


THIS JOB IS JUST ‘oof FIGHT FIRE WITH FIRE THEY SAY 
STARTED! YOU CAN AND I'LL TAKE THAT ADVISES 
WIN A BATTLE AND YOU'D BETTER RUN FOR IT PAL 
STILL LOSE A WARY. IF YOU DON'T WANT TO TASTE 
I'VE GOT TO SCATTER YOUR OWN MEDICINE! I MEAN 
THESE KILLERS! BUSINESS WITH THIS BRAND! 


You'LL UNTIE ME NOW TO UNBIND 
I'LL TRY TO HELP YOU..¥ A HYSTERICAL 
THEY'LL KILL YoU, TOO! || WOMANS JUST 
you'LL NEVER ESCAPE WISH ME LUCK? 


SO MANY! 


IF L GAN PUT A GOOD) IF I GAN ONLY CONQUER ll WHERE: DID YOU “4 OHH... THE FLAMES! BUT 


SCARE INTO THIS ONE}! THIS JUNGLE WITCH I WILL COME FROM? OHH..) I'VE LOST HE'S KNOCKED 
OTHERS CAN Vi parry wiTH ME, / THE TORCH RIGHT FROM 


THE OTHERS WILL BE HIGHLY HONORED IN MY | 

FALL. IN LINE WITH- ) WILL Yous A MY GRASP? WHO COULD 

OUT ANY SERIOUS 71 TO BECOME THE NEW CHIEF FIERY DUEL... }} FIGHT ON WITH THAT 
TROUBLE { FOR SURELY SHE WILL KILL r BLAZE GETTING AT 


SAD ym 


THIS LOOKS AS IF I'M A STRONG ARM, 
DOESN'T IT? WELL, I'M NOT EXACTLY 


WEAK BUT THE GREDIT REALLY GOES A WOMAN ~=< 
‘ TO A FEW TRICKS I PICKED UP CALLED 
PLANS, KOLAH, ANDTHIS] FIRE BUT THISIS A JU-JITSUf HOW'S THIS FOR PERPETUAL 


MOMENT EVEN MAKES DIFFERENT sTory{) MOTION? GIVE UP? = 
y 


THAT WORTH WHILE’ a 


es 
ie 
4 


THEY GAN BE TRUSTED 3 
NOW ALL RIGHT! THIS 4 
IS THEIR WAY OF SHOWING \.1 AND LATER... Lf GooD LUCK 
; THAT THEY REALIZE THEIR GEE, KOLAH TO Yous 
NDERSTAND LEADER > 
ER WAS A TOTAL You WERE 


] THOSE PEOPLE,,,\ LOSS’ AND IF THEY 
DON'T TRUST | PROMISE TO GIVE UP \ SWELL! SAVED Y pLuck? now 
TOO, AND IF YOU BSy THEM, KOLAH!) THESE PRIVATE wars,}| MY LIFE. AND I'M! we'p BETTER 
HAVEN'T HAD ENOUGH : TLL FORGIVE THEM? | CURED, TOO. NO | Go AND SEE 
AND WANT TO SET THEM \Woats p ‘iy MORE TRYING TO \ asour ; 
UP AGAIN, IT'S ALL RIGHT 5 o Sty BREAK RECORDS FOR 
; : ME, I'M GOING TO 


WITH ME, P fo GET MARRIED 
y, ask : 


THE END 


VAL 


GET THAT YOU'RE NOT AS GooD AS you're 
MARSHAL/ ADVERTISED, DIABLO’ SEEMS 
You'Re Nor So SUC 
* WITH TARGETS WHO 
HE CAN SEND SHOCT BACK 
US ALL UP 
FOR LIFE.’ 


MARKSMAN OF THE WORLD / HIS 
TRICK SHOTS AMAZED EVEN WILO 
BILL HICKOK;: NO MEAN SIX- GUN 
MAN HIMSELF 2 BUT THE MARSHAL 
WASN'T INTERESTED IN THE SIDE - 
SHOWS WHEN HE VISITED COLONEL 
RAY BURN'S SHOW --HE WAS THERE 
ON BUSINESS 


MARSHAL ere oe ANO HIS ROTUNO perary I TRUST YOU WILL NOT 
HAD THINGS UNDER CONTROL... IN FA OBJECT IF WE SET 
THINGS WERE TOO QUIET TO SUIT SINGLES! uP AT THE EDGE OF 

TOWN: MARSHAL = STRAIGHT AND 
DOGGONE IT. We aN YouRE NOT cur 
BILL, NOTHING'S _ To FLEECE 
HAPPENED FOR, EVERNYSODY IN 
A MONTH! 
I’M BORED. 


ACT WITH DIABLO 
DISAPPROVE 
DIRTY MONEY ¢ f 


ENS ge 


TO TALK TOA 


I DON'T GET 


THE CHANCE 
VERN OFTEN,’ 


THAT GAL'S 
GOT NERVE, 
JINGLES/ 


NOU REMEMBER ME, MISS RAYBURN, 
HOW LONG HAVE You BEEN WITH 
THIS DIABLO 2 


TOS LONG / HAVE 
YOU SEEN MY 
FATHER 2 L'VE 
GCT TO FIND 
HIM / 


HOW LONG HAVE YOu BEEN 
WEARING THE FALSE 
HAIR: DIABLO 


MARSHAL HICKOK WENT BACK TO TOWN / 
HE WAS IN HIS OFFICE WHEN HE HEAR 


A SHOT... 
I SHOULO HAVE 
KILLED You 
BEFORES 


THE CARNIVAL WAS IN FULL 
SWING, FILLED WITH EAGER 
CUSTOMERS LINING UP FoR 
TICKETS... r 

SS NOU CUT THAT 


YOU, DIABLO 2 
TAKE ATRIP 
JO TOWN = 


XI HOPE THE EXPRESS COMPANY'S 
WATCHMAN ISN'T BADLY HURTY 


: RIGHT NOW MY JOB ISTO GET 
THOSE TWO HOMBRES / 


PRETTY FAIR SHOOTING FROM THE BACK OF 
& HORSE -- AND I'LL LOSE THEM ONCE THEY 
AAIK IN WITH THE CARNIVAL CROWD’ 


I'VE BEEN HERE 

ALL NIGHT: HAVEN'T 

T, DIANE = 

TELL HIM J 
HE VAS 
HERE ALL 
NIGHT -~ 
TALKING 
TO ME an. 


THAT'S ALL 

I WANTED 

TO KNOW, 

THANKS, 

FRIEND,’ 

WHAT'S FEW 


THE MINUTES / 
TRouBLe2 /} * 


BACK AT THE EXPRESS 
CFFICE A FEW MINUTES 
LATER, THE MARSHAL 
FOUND THE GROGGY.WATCH- 
MAN AND AN INDIGNANT 
OFFICE MANAGER... 


WHERE'VE YOU BEEN 
WHILE MY PLACE WAS 
ROBBED = 


RELAX, LEO! IT HAVE A 
PRETTY GCopD IDEA WHO 
DID IT’ FIND 
ANYTHING, 
JINGLES= 


THIS SILVER. 
DOLLAR. WITH 
HOLES PUNCHED 

IN IT NEAR WHERE 
THE WATCHMAN 
WAS LANIN' / 


DOGGONE IT, Bill, YUH 
DONE IT AGAIN LEFT 
ME IN TOW WHILE 
NUH WENT 
SKYHOOTIN’ 
OFF AFTER. 
JHE OuT- 
LAWS/ JINGLES/ 
targa oe 
IN 


THE NEXT DAY WAS QUIET--FOR 
EVERYONE BUT THE TELESRAPH 
OPERATOR / WILD BILL KEPT 

HIM BUSY... 


XI JUST CAME FROM ; : 


THE CARNIVAL --DIABLO } suST 
AND THE HELPER. 
WHOTAKES CARE 
OF THE PROPS 

WERE GABBIN’ 

ALL DAY / WHAT'O 
Nou GET, 


HURRY UP--WE 
HAVE TO GET BACK, 
FORTHE NEXT 


GET ON THE 
HORSE, BABY! 
AS LONG AS 
YOU'RE WITH 
us, WE'RE 


A SILVER DOLLAR TOLD MEY 
GET THAT HORSE’ MOVIN’, 


THERE'S GONNA 
BE ANOTHER 
HOLD-UP= HOW 


WHAT'S THE HURRY, ) THEY WILL BE A FEW MINUTES LATER... [Rae 


BILL’ ARE THE IN A MINUTE / 
HOLO-UP MEN ET THAT 
HERE IN HORS oat 


iT WiLL BE, 
MISS RAYBURN, 
AFTER YOu AND 
THE COLONEL 


TESTIFY AGAINST 
THESE TWO? 


Was IT ONLY ONE SHORT WEEK AGO WHEN I 
SET OFF THE ALARM 2--THE ALARM THAT 
BROUGHT THE POLICE RUSHING TO OUR 
RY. 


I'M LOCKED 
INSIDE THE 
FREEZER! 


JHE LOCK SHATTERED, AND AT LAST-- I 
WAS FREES 
WHAT 
HAPPENED2 


AND E WOULD HAVE 
ROZEN TO DEATH! 


I HEARD SEVERAL HEAVY THRUSTS, AND 


V HURRY SS —- 
GET ME OUTS 


-- 

STAND BACK! 

I'M GONNA BLAST 
THE LOCK OFFS 


Z 


LET ME THAW OUT A 

LITTLE... THEN I'LL 

TELL iT TO YOU. 
THE WHOLE 
FRIGHTFUL 


sTORY.../ 


FIFTEEN MINUTES LATER... 
MY NAME IS BENTLEY... I'M 


A SCIENTISTS FOR MANY MONTHS 
mm I'VE BEEN WORKING WITH OLD 


ZiME AND AGAIN WE FAILED! BUT ALWAYS 
WE KEPT TRYING --WE WOULDN'T GIVE UPS 


PROBABLY 


35 
+ Fe KEEP TRYING 
p D 

AGE! 


LOOK, CHARLIE-- THEY'LL 
Ee 


[os 


a eS 


A 


” Fe TRIED EVERYTHING,,, FROM LEGENDARY 


FORMULAS OF THE ANCIENTS TO THE MOST 
MODERN MEDICAL FINDINGS..- 


I'VE FINALLY DECIPHERED GOOD/ IN THE 
THIS MANUSCRIPT/ I'LL BE MEANTIME LU 
READY TO START MIXING. | FINISH UP WITH 
THE COMPOUNDS SOON! 


y. 
yy aC [inn 
atals 
oy Cee 
“~y Ff 


Bist FINALLY, ONE DAY, OUR LABOR PAID OFFI! 


Vx CAN HARDLY BELIEVE 


But THEN, TO MY ASTONISHMENT, SIMON DRUDD 
WE'VE FINALLY SUCCEEDED! GLARED AND CRIED... 


i WO" THIS SERUM WY 1 DON'T UNDERSTAND 
TELL THE WORLD--WE'LL 0 1S NOT FOR ALL THIS TIME 


GO DOWN IN HISTORY AS THE WORLD/ ITS FOR / WE'VE BEEN WORK- 

THE GREATEST SCIENTISTS MAES. AND ME ING ON THE FORMULA, 
ON EARTHS ALONE! YOU'VE SAID WHAT 

A BOON IT WOULD 

BE FOR MANKIND/S 


ONE ORINK OF 
THIS SERUM 
Oub a MAKE AN 


D MAN YOUNGS 
T'S THE GREATEST 
DISCOVERY OF ALL 
TIME jf 


eal : i 


NO, SIMON-~-you 

WOULDN'T/ YOU 

WOULDN'T. KILL 
MEELIS 


INTO THE 
FREEZER’ 


LAZES WITH MAN- 
-KINDZ/ IAA THE ONLY 
ONE WHO'S GOING TO USE 
THIS SERUM / AND THIS IS 
WHAT I INTENDED ALL 
ALONG/ TI ONLY TOLD | 
: YOU DIFFERENTLY SO YOU'D SERUM 
EE HELP. ME WORK OUT THE 
FORMULA f ” 


(Jey 
DS een — iA 1ne 
+: see 


an you! A 


IF L TAKE THAT SERUM || 
EVERY TWENTY YEARS, ae 


= 
— 


AT GUNPOINT I WAS FORCED 
* INTO THE FREEZER... 


I HOPE YOU CAN HEAR ME, 
BENTLEY... FOR THIS 1S THE 


| .& GRABBED A PIECE OF LOOSE PIPE _ 


AND FRANTICALLY STARTED TO DIG 
_, INTO THE WALL... 


IE I CAN JUST GET To THE 
ALARM: SWITCH IN TIAE-=- 


I'VE JUST PRUNK THE sERUM! 
I CAN FEEL IF STARTING TO WORK 
ALREADY, BENTLEY/ IT'S WORKING 
I'M BEGINNING TO GET 

YOUNG? HAL HAS HAS 


IN TIME TO BRING THE 
:. POLICE!" 


WMPHILE I FEVERISHLY TRIED TO REACH THE 
ALARM WIRE, I HEARD DRUDDS VOICE GET- 
TING STRONGER--LOUDER--AND THEN HIS 
LAUGH TURNED INTO A CHILD'S HAPPY 

; GIGGLE /f 


SOON I HEARD. THE GURGLING OF A BABY, 
WHICH GREW INTO THE WAILING OF AN 


INFANT... 
‘Dx fy 


V.,. AND FINALLY--THERE WAS ONLY 
siLence? FANTASTIC AS If SEEMS,) BELIEVE A IN. WITH 
SIMON DRUDD KEPT GETTING ay 1 
YOu 


DED... AS 
IGHTER AND DERI 
— 7 ! 
yey, Ge Nor [aR Meee 
W\ Pepe, FOOLS ANY MORE, Seana 
ANS ae : 
Warns 


oY ONE OTH 
y/ 


6! Wu 


’ 0 Bh 
(ary 


NO MAN 
LONG, MAC! you MAY TAMPER WITH 
BEGAN TO 


IMAGING. THAD 1 ENO// Er 
2 SQ THINGS! ‘5 


(S$ FAR BETTER “THIS 
LEN CF 9p 
; os i” 4 — e 
we Sin Z 


wy HEADS UP MEN! 
THEY'RE GONERS... 
AND THE BEAST 
MAY COME FOR US 
NEXT? 


Z’'M BART SHANE, MATE ON THE 
*INGESBORGE;? A WHALER OUT OF 
BERGEN, NORWAY! THE SKIPPER 
1S CAPTAIN JORGESON/ I'M THE 
ONLY AMERICAN ON GOARD/I 
by, LOVE THE GEA, AND WHALING 
=| 1S THE THING FOR A REAL 
sworn | SAILOR! I LOVE THE DANGER, 
(| IN GPITE CF MONSTER WHALES fg 
i AND KILLER SHARKS... AND 
3 : THE VICIOUS, TWO-LEGGED 
SHARKS WE MET ON THIS 


I'VE NEVER 
MISSED A SHOT 
YET? 


NE SMOKEO IN THE TUB AS THAT PETIT WAS 
onever SPERM WHALE DOWN Ly 


St BAD, THOSE 
BELOW THE SURFACE LIKE AN MORE , 
bay ONRUSHING TRAIN... ae FELLERS. 


GOO! 

HUNORED AN! <| 
TWENTY BARRELS 
OF Oil, 2 BET YA! 


=i 
ir 
Mh 
THE HUGE BULK FLOATED ON THE SURFACE! WE FULL ASTERN AND. 
ROWED CAUTIOUSLY TOWARD IT... THEY'VE SIGHTED ANOTHER }( SQUARE AWAY FOR 
BLOW! LZ THE SHIP! 
DIO |T! BUT IT'S FUNNY... iG. 


HE CION'T ROLL OR 
SPOUT RED! 


WHALE OFF THE ““@ ee THE SECONO WHALE LED US A MERRY CHASE! WHEN WE GOT 
STARBOARD BOW! OUR HARPOONS INTO HIM, HE TOOK US FOR A “NANTUCKET 
ANY SURVIVORS : Be SLEIGH RIDE,“ RACING THROUGH THE WATER AT BETTER THAN 
FROM THAT BOAT? AB Ts EIGHTEEN KNOTS AN HOUR... 


RINT OF ABOUT FOUR MILES HE SLACKENED ‘THE WHALE ROLLED AND SPOUTED RED..HE WAS DONE FoR? 
PULLED IN ENOUGH SLACK TOGET WITHIN ‘THEN WE WAITED FOR THE “INGESBOKGE "TO PICK US UP! 
RANGE... ABOUT AN HOUR LATER, SHE HOVE IN SIGHT— 
THIS LAST ONE \ / YAH! WE HAVE 
A =69ROUGH GOING THIS 
TRIP, YOU BETCHA! 


AETER A SP. 
AND WE 


WE PULLEO To THE SHIP AND CLAMBERED ABOARD! 
ERE WOULO GE SERVICES FOR OUR DEAD COMRADES 
BuT FIRST CAME THE BUSINESS ATHANO/! THE 


(codbte OF HOURS TO 
GET BACK TO THAT 


” FIRST WHALE! my . 
df Oia Y . 
MINCE TSN \) 
pO LO 


- TWO HOURS LATER, WE APPROACHED WE PULLED INCLOSE/THECOMMIE Y~ WHAT'LL WE 
THE FIRST WHALE... SHIP WAS SMALLER, BUT FASTER DO, CAPTAIN? 
7 7 AND MORE MODERN THAN OURS! 
LOOK, CAPTAIN, ANOTHER h RUSSIAN ) ITSEEMED TO HAVE THE SAME- 
WHALER AT OUR CATCH! WHALE SIZED CREW... 
eA TAKEN OFF. 


REOS KEEP IT! 

y \7 LF THEY WANT TO 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING ) PULL AWAY 5 PLAY PIRATE, WELL 
WITH OUR WHALE ? YOURSELF! VREAT THEM AS 

by PULL AWAY...WE HAD AWE CLAIM : PIRATES! 
OUR FLAG IN IT, 

PIRATE / 


LAW) r 
WE WILL BOARD THEM \/ LOOK OUTSYOU'REN) THE MEN WERE READY TO FIGHT FOR THEIR PRIZE/E 
ANO MAKE THEM GIVE RIGHT, CAPTAIN! THE RUSHED TO THE HARPOON GUN... 
UP THE WHALE? ONLY THING THOSE ; 
77 REOS RESPECT iS 
- FORC 


GRAB BELAYING PINS, MEN! 

STANO By TO BOARD? WE'LL 

SHOW THIS RED PIRATE WE 
OON'T BLUFFS 


iy iL. 


eS 
THE Ses Sere WAS LIKEA SCENE FROM THE DAYS OF CAPTAIN KIDD, I LAID ASOUT ME WITH MY BELAYING 


iS WE LEAPED ABOARD THE RED WHALER, YELLING..» PIN: THEN I HEARD SHOTS... 
ij y Gj s ve re 


BIN CAME A HORDE OF OUR CLUBS WERE NOMATCH AGAINST I. WAS ON THE RAIL, AND 
I THEY'D BEEN HIDING THEIR GUNS, AND THEY QUTNUMBERED AGOUT TOLEAP TO THE 

ERE US TWO TO ONE... : "INGESBORGES* DECKS, 

ic WHEN A BULLET CLIPPED 

BACK TO THE E 


: MY SKULL... 
SHIP? BACK, AND 
TAKE COVER’. 


I STOOD UP! THE INGESBORGE” 
WAS PULLING AWAY, USING HER 
STERN ENGINE, KEPT FOR 
EMERGENCIES /I COULD HEAR 
CAPTAIN JORGESON'S BELLOW... 


MY MUSCLES TURNED TO JELLY FOR I DIDN'T LAND IN THE WATER! 

A SECOND AND I SAW STARS...THEN 3 SLAPPED DOWN ON THE 

2 WAS PLUNGING DOWNWARD FLOATING BODY OF THEBIG 
TOWARD THE SEAS : KILLER WHALE! 


FULL SPEED 
ASTERNS 


THEN I FELT IT...A QUIVER THROUGH THE MONSTROUS I SWAM TOWARD THAT'S WHY THAT KILLER 
BODy UNDER MY FEET...ANO I KNEW WHAT HAD THE “INGESBORGE“.. DIDN'T ROLL ORSPOUT REDS’ 
HAPPENED! ANO I TOOK OFF FAST! HE (SAT DEAD! THE 
C = Z HARPOONS HIT SOME SPOT 
Z 


ANO AS I CLAMBERED UP THE RATLINE TOWARD THE 
WAITING HANDS OF MY MATES, I LOOKED BACK! THE 
REO PIRATE WAS AFTER US... 


THE GIANT WHALE WAS MOVING.’ HE SLAPPED THE WATER 
WITH HIS HUGE TAIL IN MONSTROUS RAGE... 


VY THEY'VE CRIPPLED US. CAPTAIN, THAT 
THEY MEAN TO BOARD WHALE ISN'T DEAD! 
LOOK! 


AND KILL US AND TAKE 
THE SHIP! 


at 


THE CRASH WAS TREMENDOUS! “AGAIN AND AGAIN, HE HIT THE 
WE COULD HEAR THE BOW OF THE REELING SHIP/ THEN HE SWIRLED, 
RUSSIAN SHIP SPLINTER! REARING UP AND SMASHED HIS 
FLUKES FULL ON HER? 


THEN THE ENORMOUS HEAD LIFTED 

ANO THE GIGANTIC SE4 MAMMAL 

CHARGEO STRAIGHT AT THE RUSSIAN 
WHALER! 


~ mie ene ee, "ee ma eens aS ' Bh LIMPED AWAY HOPING THE GREAT WHALE WAS 

i . TISFIED/ HE FEO FOR A WHILE, T OVED 
NO SHIP COULD STAND THAT? THE RED PIRATE WENT TO sean si EU ae! 
UNDER WITH ALL HANDS! Z 


TTL ; 

ij SHALL WE STAND BY 

PATO PICK UP SURVIVORS, 
IR? 


AND Tats N 
THE TRUTH, 


THERE > 
SURVIVORS! BesiDEes, yw 
WE'RE CRIPPLED AND 


~S 


ie Pe 


\ 
o 4 4 a 
GML: aa 


EXACTLY ONE YEAR AGO, I, TED 
KARSON, WAS THE FIRST HUMAN 
BEING TO BE SENT TO OUTER SPACE! 
WILL SOON KNOW 
WHAT LIES BEYOND EARTH'S 


THE JOURNEY LASTED FOR MONTHS! 
THEN FINALLY IT RETURNED 7D MY 
OWN SOLAR SYSTEM... 

HE'S JUST OUTSIDE STRANGE! 

EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE,}HE HAS AMPLE 

BUT I CAN'T MAKE / EMERGENCY 

RADIO CONTACT! RADIO 

HE DOESN'T EQUIPMENT! 

WHY IS HE 

KEEPING 
SILENT22 


APURRIED CONFERENCES WERE NERVOUSLY CALLED BY 
THE HEADS OF STATE... AS I CONTINUED IN ORBIT/ 


TC CONTACT US, 
OR TO LAND! 
HE JUST KEEPS 
UP THAT 
BLASTED 
CIRCLING! 


UNCANNY | 
KNOW HE'S 


IDS LATER, EARTH'S DEFENSES 
STRUCK BACK/! IT WAS THE END OF 
MY. SHIP... AND IT WAS THE END 
OF ME, TED KARSON/ 


HIS SHIP CONSTITUTES 
JA MENACE TC EARTH! 
IT MUST BE 


WE SHOULD 
HAVE BLASTED 
HIM OUT OF 
SPACE /! NOW 


UT THE "BOMB", UNDAMAGED, 
CONTINUED TO FALL TOWARDS 
EARTH. 


4 DIDN'T CONTACT EARTH By RADIO... 
NOR DID I ATTEMPT TO LAND! I JusT 
KEPT ORBITING SILENTLY... 


HE JUST KEEPS Y WHAT IF ALIENS 


IT'S AN ATTACK! 
AN OPEN, 
UNPROYOKED 
ATTACK / 


QJPON IMPACT, THERE WAS NO 
EXPLOSION, AND CAUTIOUSLY 
FEARFULLY, IT WAS EXAMINED... 


THIS IS NO BOMB! IT'S JUST A 
HARMLESS CAPSULE --AND 
LOOK! THERE'S SOMETHING 

: INSIDE !? 


Ane TS peggy te WAS BROUGHT BEFORE THE worLD | |"/O Penge 8 OUT, Ran by bed SWING TO EARTH! T HAVE 

Cou — LAN: VA WORLD, WHICH I WILL CA 

PMY 80! SOMETHING VASTLY DIFFERENT!) | “PLANET X"/ gage : <s 
22} KARSON...ONE OF GEST, 


ee 
IT’S BREATH-TAKING! “ft J 
FRIGHTENING! AND 
THOSE WEIRD RUMBLING 
SOUNDS... WHAT_CAN 

THEY BE? 


THEY 


ICA 
FEEL THE HATRED, 


SEEM To BE ING FROM. GIGANTIC Se 
REAT SCOTT! ~ | | UKE CREATURES: 


THOUSAN 
OF THEM// 


I-I SHOULD BE SAFE ONCE I \ 


Loc i. 
Bur Wee Got NO EAVE THIS VMAORE OF THE SPIDER-LIKE CREATURES --SMALL-~ 
t 


BUT GROWING FAST! CRAWLING FROM AROUND THE 
DOOR'S RADIO CONTROL BOX 22 
HOW DID THEY GET INSIDE 
HOW Z2 


PLANET—- FAST, 


THEY-- THEY'RE ALL OVER T'LL SEAL THEM IN THE OUTER COMPARTMENT! 
THEY'LL PERISH FROM LACK OF AIR AND I'LL DUMP 
THEM OUT iN SPACE/ 


f= eat THE AVEL ON 
a “w+s\! RADIO WAVES-- AND 
<= $$ WHEN THE WAVES STOP, 
THEY BEGIN To Grow/! 
UGH/ ONE BIT ME! 


nyt 


ili 


iy 


"y BLASTED OFF THE PLANET A IE OXYGE! "NOTHING SUCCEEDED! I'VE 
TOOK CARE OF MY BITTEN AR TRIED POISONS, ACIDS, FIRES 
DD GROWING, THEY SEEM TO BE INDESTRUC = 
THESE DRUGS CAN STOP ANY TROY TIBLES + 
INFECTION! NOW TO SEE IF THOSE| | 7HEM. : z I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING 
MONSTERS ARE STILL ALIVE! “THESE EXHAUST FUMES Yj [ ABOARD THIS SHIP THAT CAN 
Ths WILL DESTROY ANYTHING KILL THEM! THERE MAY BE J 
s THAT Lives // NOTHING IN THE KNOWN yangdi 
q UNIVERSE HAT CAN pasty 


mee 


"THEN, A NEW DANGER AROSE! A SERIOUS LOSS "THE FINAL BLOW! EARTH'S DRUGS CANNOT CONTROL 
OF POWERS FINALLY, I TRACED THE CAUSE... MY ARM'S INFECTION/ THE TESTS REVEAL THE 
=| | CREATURES, EVEN THE YOUNG ARE CARRIERS OF A 


HIGHLY CONTAGIOUS DISEASE/ NO EARTH DRUGS 
CAN CURE THE /NFECTIONS 


NOW I CAN NEVER RETURN TO EARTH! 
I HA GH é ICAN'T ALLOW THIS DREAD VIRUS TO SPREAD 
R! 2 = AMONG 


THE SUN/ BUT NOW 
POWE 
MANKIND! 


“THE FACTS ARE SIMPLE, IT CANNOT LAND ON EARTH WITHOUT SPREADING AN UNCONTROLLABLE 


PLAGUE! I CAN'T EVEN TRANSMIT A RADIO MESSAGE TO EARTH BECAUSE THESE NIGHTMARE = 
STERS CAN TRAVEL ON THE RADIO WAVES, AND NO POWER ON EARTH COULD DESTROY THEA 
- iia 


— - 
THESE HIDEOUS SPIDER-THINGS MLIST & 2 

NEVER REACH EARTH...NO MATIER ; 
WHAT PRICE I HAVE TO PAY// AE 


"WHEN I HAVE ATTRACTED EARTHS ATTENTION, 
IWILL DROP A LEAD-LINED CAPSULE CONTAIN — 
ING THE LOG/ 


EARTH AAUST BE 

WARNED /f THEY 

MUST SEE THIS 
CAPSULE ff 


“FoR ME 17 1S JUST A MATTER OF TIME, BEFORE 

THE INFECTION DOES 1TS DEADLY WORKS BUT 

I MUST WARN EARTH...NO OTHER HUMAN MUST 
EVER LAND ON PLA a 


I KNOW WHAT MUST 
BE DONE / FIRST, A- 
DETAILED REPORT 
OF ALL THAT HAS 
HAPPENED —-= MAKING 
SURE THAT THE LOG 
ITSELF 1S NOT 
TONTAMINATEDL 


NO, TEO KARSON DID NOT DIE!’ 


it EATURES. HAVE ABSORBED f 
THE CREATURES MEN SLICH AS HE WILL NEVER 


JOO MUCH POWERS I CANNOT LEAVE 
EARTH'S GALAXY! I WILL TRY TO 

DESTROY THE SHIP-- IF I FAIL, 
EARTH MUST DO (Tf FAREWELL! 

SIGNED, TED KARSON! —__ 

— 

. 5 


HE SACRIFICED 
SELF FOR 


Run/ RUN/ RUN 
OR DIE/ THAT 
WAS THE GRIM 

CHOICE FOR. 
RODRIGO CADIZ! 
AND THIS IS HOW 
IT HAPPENED... 


STORY PLOT,...STAN LEE 
searr}. an LARRY. 
FARTS" LIEBER 
INKING coreoree G. BELL 


LETTERING ws ART SIMEK 


Bur THEY PARE NOT COMPLAIN, FOR THEIR RULER 
IS A CRUEL AND RUTHLESS TYRANT,’ 


LONG LIVE HIS Y LONG LIVE I STEAL FROM THE W 
EXCELLENCY/ CADIZ! TREASURY AND GIVE 

; ae K THE RABBLE NOTHING! 
1 SS * 


NOT ALL PEOPLE ARE AS LUCKY AS WE/ 
OME, SUCH AS THESE, ARE IMPOVERISHED 
. AND OPPRESSED/ 


GLE 


YET THEY CHEER 
MES 


Bur, FATE HAS MANY WAYS OF DEALING WITH 
EVIL DESPOTS/ SOMETIMES JIT IS FROM WITHOUT... 
AND OTHER TIMES FROM WITHIN... AS IN A OREA/AS 


FOR THEY KNOW 
IF THEY PONT 
CHEER, T WILL 

SEND THEM TO 
THE PUN GEONS! 


THIS THING UM STANDING an a A, Si, 
Va 7 22,0 IT'S BEGINNING: TO MOVE, 
Z DON'T KNOW HOW MUST WALK TO KEEP FROM FALLING OFFS } 


I GOT uP HERE, BUT 
i'M MILES ABOVE 
THE GROUNDS y Wi 7 
\\ 


YS 


if 4 
THE TREADMILL IS MOVING N I’M TIRED.,, BUT T CAN'T VI'M EXHAUSTED! BUT I 
FASTER/ I HAVE TO RUN STOP RUNNING/IF I STOP, MUST KEEP RUNNING! I 
TO STAY ON IT,/ hi LL FALL JO MY PEATHS MUST GO ON--ONo+6 
> THERE'S NO STOPPING: 


AND THEN, WHEN THE BuT, SO DISTRAUGHT IS THE DICTATOR, THAT HE SUMMONS 
AGONIZING TENSION HAS THE PALACE PHYSICIAN! 


BECOME UNBEARABLE, THE : 
YOU MUST PREVENT MY DO NOT FEAR, EXCELLENCY/ 
al POY aaa NIGHTMARE FROM EVER YOU ARE UNLIKELY TO DREAM 
G OCCURRING AGAIN “THE SAME DREAM TWICE/ 


Fa 
WHA--? 1T-1TS OVER! 
THE NIGHTMARE HAS 

ENDED/ 


BUT WHAT IF HE'S WO7T2 
WHAT THEN 22 


2 PA SSPE hh HERD UE Soy J a a Le UTE ADU 
AND, THE NEXT NIGHT, THE DICTATOR'S MOST DREADED FEAR COMES TO PASS/ 


I'M ON THE fore Sat fale ge AGAIN! AND 
Seana’: aneeed "VE GOT TO RUN TO 
P FROM ExcLine Opes 


Wi 


TIM GETTING TIRED! MY:LEGS ACHE! BUT : IEE j 7™ 
I DARE NOT STOP/ I MUST GO ON--ON-~ ga apatenen 
I CAN'T LET MYSELF FALL TO THE EARTH OuT MUCH 
BELOW/ LONGER /I CAN'T 
SE CAN Tics 


ANO THEN, WHEN THE DREAMER ae FINALLY. 
REACHED THE BREAKING POIN 


IT--1T'S OVER-- 
ALL GVER/ IM 
SAFES 


THERE'S NO REASON 
FOR THE DREAM TO 
OCCUR AGAIN/ 


HE SAYS THE DREAM 
WON'T RETURN / IF ONLY 
ICOULO BE SURE/ 
IF ONLY... 


ND, AS WE TAKE OUR LEAVE OF THE DICTATOR, | 
WE WONDER...PERHAPS IT /SA/'T JUST A 
DREAM/ PERHAPS RODRIGO CADIZ IS 
CAUGHT ON THE TREADMILL OF LIFE./ 


WELL, IN ANSWER, WE WILL ASK You-- 


BuT, THAT NIGHT, THE GRIM IMAGES AGAIN 

TAKE SHAPE,..THE TREADMILL APPEARING 

MILES ABOVE THE GROUND, WITH ITS VICTIM 
TRAPPED HELPLESSLY UPON IT/ 


a OT ee a ae 
\ 
} 


MUST KEEP RUNNING 
CAN'T STOP... 


YOu MAY THEN ASK, "WHEN--WHERE-- HOW |! 
WILL THE NIGHTMARE ENWDO2" 


ie 
} 


COMPANION 
COMICS IN 
AY Sie sie RES 


AVAILABLE MONT-HLY 


*, 


_ SUSPENSE 


* 


SINISTER TALES 


* 


CREEPY WORLDS 


* 


SECRETS OF THE UNKNOWN 


* 


UNCANNY TALES 


* 


ASTOUNDING STORIES 


* 


PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW 


